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INTERIOR LAUNCHES DRIVE TO SAVE CANVASBACK AND REDHEAD DUCKS 

An all-out effort is being made by the Department of the Interior -to save the 

canvasback and redhead ducks from the guns of the careless hunter, 

The drive is based upon the premise that there is a possibility that nesting 

conditions for these two species will be improved next year and that as many birds 

as possible should be returned for next year's breeding season, Regulations 

already issued put these birds on the fully protected list in all flyways; an 

educational campaign to aid the hunter observe these regulations is being launched. 

Newspapers and radio and television stations are being asked to cooperate. 
Appeals also are being made to hunters directly through posters to be put up in gun 
clubs and in other places frequented by hu-nters. State conservation agencies are 
aiding in these efforts and are carrying out similar programs. 

Special iden-tification leaflets also are to be distributed in addition to the 
material being carried in newspapers, on television or explained over the air. 

The educational drive is built around a drawing of a pair of redhead and a 
pair of canvasback ducks, prepared by the wildlife artist of the.Fish and Wildlife 
Service. The title is ;'LION'T SIiOOT US1'. A truism is emphasized--Dead Birds Do Not 
Nest, This is beLng distributed to newspapers and television stations throughout 
the areas in which tilese two species are found. Appropriate written material is 
supplied with the drawing. The same drawing is the basis for the poster. 

The identification leaflet is designed to train hunters how to observe ducks 
to determine the Id<:lti"~-i~g characteristics. It diff~:::-?:,~,~,tes between the diving 
duc.ks, to Y-EC_", t:;? ~ii>eaCs :2nd czivzsba?ks bel::ng, an? thz puddle ducks. It 
furth;r pcl:l';s ou-l di,"ierences between thz canvasback and redheads as compared 
with other diving ducks. This leaflet has alsc been prepared by the Fish and 
VIildlife Service artist. 



The drive is aimed at the careless or over-anxious hunter, the well-intentioned 
fellow who can unwittingly kill a canvasback or redhead duck just as effectively as 
if he had done so on purpose, The hope is to get the hunters to withhold their fire 
until they are sure the birds in their gunsights are not canvasbacks or redheads. 

Note to Editors: -I__.- Attached are clip sheets of illustrations from the free field 
guide for duck identification, The eight individual drawings may be reproduced in 
a series to be used in connection with the hunting and fishing column or in another 
suitable place in your newspaper. 
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